
 

April 24, 2020 

Dear CET Families, 

I am sure that all of you were very surprised by the announcement of my upcoming retirement, 
and are wondering how I can leave CET during this pandemic. I know the timing is terrible! 
However, I made the decision months ago, pre-COVID 19. I have been a part of the 
Croton-Harmon faculty as a teacher and administrator for the past twenty-nine years, and now it 
is time for me to spend quality time with my family. 

With that said, I am still here. Here for your children, the faculty and staff, and for you.  

Mrs. Bianchi and I have thoroughly enjoyed reconnecting with students during our Breakfast 
Club meetings. Last week we met with first and third grade students, and this coming week, we 
will be meeting with kindergarten and second grade. Those families should have received a K12 
alert with the dates and times of those meetings, and a link to sign up.  The third grade students 
that I met with shared their 3 wishes and to no surprise the overwhelming majority wished to be 
back in school, followed by a cure to the coronavirus.  Another popular wish was for a dog!  (A 
good kid wish!)  

As we move into May, placement discussions have begun.  We plan on conducting our 
placement meetings as we usually would however we will do it virtually.  Mrs. Bianchi and I will 
be meeting with grade level teachers along with their special education colleagues sometime in 
May to begin this process.  Developing classes is a challenging, complex task.  A lot of thought 
goes into creating balanced, heterogeneously grouped classes in order to create the most 
optimal learning environment suitable to meet the academic, social, and emotional needs of our 
students.  Your child’s current teacher is involved in the placement of your child as well as 
special area teachers, support staff, and building administrators.  If there is something that you 
feel is important to share regarding your child’s placement, please put that in writing and send it 
to your child’s teacher or me before May 1.  While we do our best to take any information you 
share with us into consideration, please know that a placement request is not a guarantee.   

I am sure the thought of having your child move up to the next grade is frightening for some of 
you, and probably even more so for your child especially if we do not return to school this year. 
Please know we have also begun thinking about re-entry plans, and what it would look like for 
students to return in September. We don’t have the answers yet, but we are planning for it.  

We have also begun conversations around report cards and how to best communicate your 
child’s development and progress for the second half of the school year. How to conduct 

 



 

kindergarten screenings and plans for our Fourth Grade Moving Up ceremony are also topics 
that we have been discussing. As soon as we make any decisions regarding these topics, we 
will communicate them to you.   

In an effort to provide our students with a break from reading and working on the computer, 
Mrs. Lynch will be putting out more ELA and Math packets out on her porch this weekend. 
These “porch packets” are grade specific and are aligned to the NYS Standards.  Additionally, 
she has put out a box of books so children can pick up a book. We have also left a box of books 
in front of CET. Please feel free to stop by and pick up a book or drop one off! Remember to 
practice social distancing. If your child is having difficulty with completing their school work or if 
it is too much screen time for them, please reach out to their teachers.  I know that they would 
be willing to make adjustments to assignments.  

We continue to be appreciative of all the efforts you are making to manage eLearning in your 
home, and recognize that it is challenging. Please let us know how we can best support your 
child. Our teachers are also very appreciative of the words of encouragement and support you 
have provided to them as they adapt to a new way of teaching and learning.  

Don’t forget we want to see and hear how you are remaining strong.  Send a picture along with a 
caption to Strong@chfusd.org . We will be creating a video montage with all of the pictures we 
receive. Also, please consider having your child write a thank you note to a health care worker. 
We are still collecting these letters; a collection box is in front of CET as well as on Mrs. Lynch's 
porch! 

Stay well, 

Kelly Maloney, CET Principal  

 


